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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Winsford  Urban  District  Council 


Dear  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  environmental 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council's  distinct  for  the  year 
1966. 


For  the  information  of  Members  I  enclose  my  Annual  Report  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee. 

I  would  once  again  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Rogerson, 
the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Council’s  Chief  Officer 
for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.  SEYMOUR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(1)  COMPARATIVE  GENERAL  STATISTICS  -  19 63/66 


j 

i 

Year 

1966 

1965 

Population  (estimated  mid-Year) 

17,360 

k. 

16,180 

Area  (Acres  of  District) 

7,094 

7,094 

Rateable  Value 

£491,312 

£483,939 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (Estimated) 

£  2,130  (1966/67) 

£  1,930  (1965/66) 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited 

dwellings 

5,233  (31.12.66) 

5,000  (31.12.65) 

(2)  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Comparable  Figs. 


Live  Births 

Males  Females 

Total 

for  England  &  Wales 

Legitimate 

195 

186 

381 

Illegitimate 

4 

8 

12 

199 

194 

393 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 

1000  population 

22.6 

*  Corrected  Live  Birth 

Rate  per  1000  population 

19-5 

17.7 

(Comparability  Factor  0 .86) 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  births  3°1 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Still-Births 

3 

6 

9 

Live  and  Still  Births 

202 

200 

402 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1000  total 

live  and 

still-births 

22.4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year  of  age 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

*  see  Page  2. 
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Comparable  Figs. 
for  England  &  Wales 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  live  births  ... 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks) 
per  1000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week) 
per  1000  total  live  births  „ „ „ 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and  still¬ 
births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  .  . 


15.3 

19.0 

10.2 

12.9 

10.2 

H 

0 

1 — 1 
rH 

32.3 

26.3 

Nil 

Deaths 


Males  Females  Total 


All  Causes 


100  78  178 


Death  Rate  per  1000  population 


10.2 


*  Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
(Comparability  Factor  I.46) 


15»0  11.7 


*  NOTE:  The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained  when 
the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the 
sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are  comparable  with  tho  crude  rates  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 


Causes  of  Death 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  two  principal 
causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
which  caused  approximately  43 />  of  the  deaths,  and  cancer 
which  caused  approximately  1Q% 


1. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

2. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

7 

3. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

_ 

4. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

5* 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

10 

18 

6. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

7. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

8. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

12 

20 

9. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

27 

10 

37 

10. 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

12 

23 

11. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

2 

6 

12. 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

13. 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

11 

14. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

15. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

16. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

17. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

18. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

17 

33 

19. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

21. 

Suicides 

2 

2 

100  78  178 
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SECTION  II 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


(l)  Information  concerning  the  statutory  and  voluntary  Health  and 
Welfare  Services  in  the  area  are  given  in  the  Appendix  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer's  Report  which  is  enclosed,  and  further  details  may  be 
obtained  from  him  at  the  Divisional  Medical  Office,  David  Street,  Northwich. 
Telephone  number  -  Northwich  4251 • 


(2)  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 


The  Winsford  Urban  District  lies  within  the  area  of  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  whose  offices  are  at  Cheetwood  Road,  Manchester  8. 
Telephone  number  -  Deansgate  6441° 


(3)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Specimens  and  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department  are  submitted 
for  examination  to  the  Chester  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


(4)  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  under 
radio  control  from  Central  Control  at  County  Hall,  Chester.  All  999  calls 
made  by  members  of  the  public  are  immediately  connected  to  this  centrol 
control.  The  arrangement  for  non-urgent  calls  is  that  the  patient  or 
general  practitioner  should  ring  the  Northwich  Depot  -  Telephone  number  - 
Northwich  3355 • 
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SECTION  III 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951 


Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic 
disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are 
not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention,  the  local 
authority  may  apply  to  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to 
remove  the  person  to  a  suitable  place. 

With  regard  to  the  expeditious  procedure  as  laid  down  in  the  National 
Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951?  "the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  any  duly 
qualified  person  acting  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  authorised  by 
the  Council  to  make  the  requisite  application  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Section  50 

Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to  arrange  for 
the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  either  of  these  Sections 
during  the  year. 


SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(l)  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECmIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  a.re  the  infectious  diseases  notified  for  the  years  1965 
and  1966: 


DISEASE 

Cases  Notified 

1966 

1965 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

126 

59 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

l 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

6 

Dysentery 

20 

_ 

— 

DYSENTERY 

In  July  information  was  received  that  there  had  been  cases  of  diarrhoea 
and  vomiting  at  a  primary  school  in  Winsford.  Preliminary  investigations 
showed  that  fourteen  children  and  a  member  of  the  canteen  staff  were  affected. 
Immediate  precautions  relating  to  personal  hygiene  were  instituted  and  the 
General  Practitioners  informed  of  the  drug  sensitivity  of  the  organism. 
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As  a  result  of  the  action  taken  there  was  only  a  limited,  spread, 
of  the  infection;  17  children  and  4  adults  in  13  families  being  affected* 

The  initial  cases  were  confined  to  one  class  and  investigations 
showed  that  the  probable  source  of  infection  was  one  of  the  children  in 
this  class  who  had  been  ill  one  week  before  the  outbreak*  The  canteen 
assistant  was  infected  at  the  same  time  a,s  the  initial  wave  of  cases  and 
was  connected  with  this  class  in  that  she  served  their  dinners  and  must 
have  been  infected  by  the  original  case* 

This  small  outbreak  emphasises  the  constant  need  to  maintain  the 
highest  standards  of  personal  hygiene  to  prevent  the  spread  of  these  highly 
infectious  diseases* 
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SECTION  V 


TOWN  DEVELOPMENT 


The  year  1966  was  an  important  milestone  in  the  development  of  the  town. 

The  Council j  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
agreed  to  extend  the  target  population  from  32,000  to  70,000.  This  brought 
immediate  benefits  for  industrial  development  as  industrialists  developing 
in  Winsford  became  eligible  for  the  full  Board  of  Trade  building  and  machinery 
grants. 

The  first  necessity  for  this  revised  programme  of  70,000  was  a  Master 
Plan  for  the  town,  and  an  international  firm  of  architects  and  planners,  Messrs. 
Shnnkland  Cox  and  Associates,  was  appointed  jointly  by  the  County  Council  and 
the  Winsford  Urban  District  Council  for  this  purpose.  Work  started  immediately 
on  a  draft  document  and  this  is  expected  to  be  presented  in  its  final  form 
early  in  1967 • 

1.  HOUSING 

The  first  houses  on  the  Crook  Lane  Estate  were  occupied  on  the  21st  May, 

19 66.  This  estate  will  comprise  679  houses  when  it  is  completed  in  the  autumn 
of  1967.  Although  the  regularity  of  the  external  appearance  of  the  houses 
has  caused  adverse  criticise*  the  interior  design  has  been  widely  praised  by 
the  occupiers.  All  the  houses  are  fitted  with  partial  central  heating  by  gas- 
warmed  air  and  they  are  all  wired  to  a  communal  T.V.  aerial  system.  Final 
landscaping  of  the  estate  will  greatly  improve  the  appearance  as  a  whole  but 
this  will  not  overcome  the  inadequacy  of  open  space,  particularly  grassed 
areas  where  children  can  play. 

The  County  Council  Clinic  and  an  Infants  and  Junior  School  were  the 
first  buildings  to  be  completed  and  opened  in  the  community  area  on  the 
estate.  This  area  when  completed  will  also  comprise  a  Community  Centre  with 
kitchen  facilities  for  an  Old  Persons'  Luncheon  Club,  a  Branch  Library,  a  small 
Supermarket  and  a  Chemist  shop,  and  at  a  later  stage  a  block  of  supervised 
flatlets  for  old  people. 

Design  work  on  the  proposed  St.  Johns,  School  Lane  and  Mount  Pleasant 
housing  estates  was  undertaken  and  when  these  three  estates  are  completed 
in  1968  they  will  provide  a  further  1,420  houses  approximately,  and  in  addition 
many  community  facilities. 

The  Council  is  anxious  to  see  an  increa.se  in  private  housing  in  the 
district  and  approximately  60  acres  are  being  allocated  for  this  purpose 
in  the  area  south-west  of  the  town.  It  is  intended  that  these  areas  will 
provide  a  wide  range  of  choice  in  price  range  and  amenity  value. 

2.  SOCIAL  AMENITIES 


The  Working  Party  on  Social  Amenities  issued  its  first  Progress  Report. 
This  covered  a  wide  range  of  amenities  and  was  well  received  at  all  levels. 
When  the  consultants'  Master  Plan  for  the  town  of  70,000  has  been  presented 
it  will  then  be  necessary  to  re-examine  the  problem  of  social  amenities  in 
the  light  of  the  proposals.  Priorities  will  have  to  be  established  as  finance 
for  these  facilities  is  obviously  limited. 

The  Working  Party  has  been  having  preliminary  meetings  prior  to  the 
formation  in  1967  of  a  local  Arts  Society,  Sports  Council  and  Old  Peoples' 
Welfare  Council. 

The  first  major  amenity  in  the  town  will  be  the  new  Civic  Hall. 
Foundations  were  laid  towards  the  end  of  the  year  -and  completion  is  programmed 
for  December  1987* 

The  Council  is  purchasing  11  acres  of  land  on  the  fringe  of  the  Grange 
Estate  for  use  as  a  recreation  area.  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  other  areas 
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in  the  town,  both  for  simple  playing  purposes  and  for  organised  games, 

A  viable  local  Sports  Council  would  be  invaluable  in  presenting  local 
opinion  as  to  what  is  needed  in  this  sphere  of  social  amenities, 

3.  INDUSTRY 

A  second  important  milestone  in  the  development  of  the  town  was 
the  decision  by  English  Electric  Computers  Ltd.  to  build  a  large  factory 
at  Winsford  on  the  Council’s  industrial  esto„te.  Work  sta.rted  on  the  first 
phase  of  the  project,  some  260,000  sq.ft.,  and  this  is  programmed  to  be 
completed  in  September,  1967°  Ultimately  it  is  expected  that  this  company 
will  employ  some  thousands  of  people. 

In  addition  work  started  on  a  further  4  factories  totalling  168,000 
sq.ft.  Three  factories  and  one  office  block  were  also  completed  during 
the  year  and  extensions  were  rno.de  to  three  existing  factories.  At  the 
year  end  1,808  people  were  employed  on  the  estate. 
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S  E  C  T  I 

0  N  VI 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OP  THE 

AREA 

Statement  of  Inspections 

made  and  Notices  iss 

ued 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  Notices 
Served 

Results 

of 

of  Servi 
Notices 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

} 

1 

Number  j 

Statutory 

Informal 

Notices 

complied 

with 

Remainin, 
in  hand 

1. 

Dwelling-houses  (General) 

474 

10 

46 

53 

3 

2. 

Overcrowding 

7 

— 

5 

4 

1 

3- 

Tents,  Sheds,  Caravans 

47 

— 

17 

16 

1 

4. 

Septic  Tanks,  Pails,  W.C.'s 

4 

— 

2 

2 

- 

5* 

House  Drainage 

73 

— 

5 

5 

— 

6. 

Ditches,  Water  Courses,  etc 

20 

— 

2 

1 

2 

- 

7. 

Offensive  accumulations 

30 

— 

14 

12 

2 

8. 

Keeping  of  animals 

2 

— 

2  I 

2 

- 

9- 

Offensive  trades 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Slaughterhouses  (Private) 

1,600 

— 

4 

3 

1 

11. 

Premises  where  food  is 
handled,  produced,  sold 
or  consumed 

143 

26 

24 

2 

12. 

Dairies 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Factories  and  other 
premises  under  the  Act 

85 

— 

7 

7 

14* 

Refuse  "bins 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

15. 

Places  of  amusement 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Filthy  or  verminous 
premises 

116 

— 

12 

11 

1 

17. 

Water  supply 

12 

— 

3 

3 

- 

• 

CO 

H 

iliscellaneous 

218 

— 

9 

9 

— 

19. 

Infectious  Diseases 

291 

- 

- 

— 

- 

20. 

Interviews 

106 

— 

— 

— 

21. 

Sampling: 

Water 

5 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Ice-cream 

8 

— 

8 

8 

— 

Other  Foods 

10 

— 

10 

10 

- 

22. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

26 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 1  23. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

40 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Market  s 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Disinfestation  (Rodent  and 
Insect ) 

1,101 

— 

4 

4 

— 

26. 

Noise  Abatement 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

27. 

Offices,  Shops  and 

Rail way  Premises 

103 

25 

24 

1 

j 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  mains  supply  is  provided  by  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water 
Board  from  bore  holes  in  the  Delamere  area.  This  is  fed  to  the  storage 
reservoir  at  Whitby's  Lane,  Over. 

This  water  is  satisfactory  in  quality,  the  quantity  having  been 
supplemented  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Town  Development  which  is 
being  undertaken. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  district  does  not  have  a  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

Only  one  farm  and  one  cottage  occupied  by  seven  persons  and  situated 
at  Petty  Pool,  Whitegate,  are  without  a  mains  supply.  These  premises  are 
situated  a  considerable  distance  from  a  water  main  and  the  supply  is  taken 
by  gravity  from  a  shallow  well.  The  bacteriological  condition  of  this  well 
water  varies  considerably,  sometimes  showing  evidence  of  faecal  coli.  The 
occupiers  have,  therefore,  been  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  use. 

All  other  dwelling  houses  number  5?  238  and  occupied  by  17,360  persons 
are  supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  direct  to  internal  taps  within 
the  houses.  There  are  no  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 

Five  samples  of  mains  supply  were  taken  by  the  Department  for  bacteriological 
examination.  In  addition  23  similar  samples  were  taken  by  the  Water  Board. 

All  were  satisfactory, 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Verdin  Open  Air  Brine  Swimming  Pool  a 
number  of  modifications  and  improvements  wore  mado  to  the  facilities  for 
bathers. 

The  baths  attendance  for  the  1966  season  was  34? 7^7  compared  with 
25? 708  for  the  1965  season. 

Three  samples  of  the  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Regular 
samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  checked  in  the  department's  own  laboratory 
to  ascertain  the  free  chlorine  content  of  the  water.  The  results  from  these 
samples  are  co-ordinated  with  the  dai ly  tests  performed  by  the  baths 
superintendent.  Again  the  results  obtained  were  satisfactory. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  weekly  collection  cycle  from  all  domestic  properties  has  been  maintained. 
The  number  of  properties  receiving  this  service  continues  to  increase  with  the 
expansion  of  the  town.  New  houses  being  built  on  the  Crook  Lane  Estate  have 
no  open  fires  and  no  means  of  burning  any  refuse.  A  considerable  increase  in 
the  volume  of  refuse  to  be  collected  has  resulted  and  the  Council  has  agreed  to 
second  bins  being  provided  at  these  houses  where  necessary. 

A  scheme  has  been  introduced  whereby  the  Council  will,  on  demand,  remove 
items  of  domestic  refuse  which  cannot  be  accommodated  on  the  normal  collection 
rounds.  This  is  a  free  service  and  is  designed  to  combat  the  indescriminate 
dumping  of  unwanted  articles. 

The  refuse  disposal  site  at  the  old  Wharton  Filter  Beds  has  now  been 
abandoned,  large  quantities  of  filling  material  have  been  deposited  on  site 
and  sanction  is  awaited  for  work  to  proceed  on  the  final  covering  and  land¬ 
scaping  of  the  area  to  provide  an  amenity  open  space  adjoining  the  "Winsford 
Flashes". 

Refuse  is  now  being  disposed  of  at  the  new  tipping  area  adjoining  the  Wades 
Lane  Disposal  Works.  Considerable  preparatory  work  was  done  on  this  area 
including  laying  large  diameter  surface  water  sewers  and  the  construction  of 
an  approach  road.  However  it  must  once  again  be  emphasised  that  control  of  insects 
and  vermin  can  only  be  achieved  by  the  adequate  covering  of  the  tip  by  suitable 
material . 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  main  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wades  Lane  have  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  the  final  effluent  being  of  a  high  standard.  Difficulties 
which  were  experienced  with  the  drying  of  sludge  have  largely  been  overcome 
by  chemical  dosing.  The  total  volume  of  sewage  treated  at  the  Works  continues 
to  rise  with  the  increasing  population  of  the  district. 

The  three  small  disposal  works  at  Meadow  Bank,  Clive  and  Whitegate  continue 
to  function  satisfactorily.  The  flow  to  the  Clive  Works  is  now  much  reduced 
following  the  diversion  of  the  flow  from  the  Middlewich  Road  area  to  the 
Wades  Lane  Works. 

A  new  length  of  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Weaver  Street  to  connect  up  into 
the  main  sewerage  system  of  the  town  a  small  area  which  previously  discharged 
direct  to  the  river. 

Night  soil  collection  is  done  where  necessary  by  an  p/ttachment  on  the 
motor  gully/cesspool  emptier  and  the  same  machine  is  used  to  provide  a  free 
service  for  emptying  domestic  septic  tanks. 

SANITARY  ACCOMODATION 


There  are  still  properties  in  toe  area  with  pail  or  privy  closets;  these 
are  properties  which  are  unable  either  by  reason  of  distance  or  levels  to 
gain  access  to  the  Council's  sewerage  system. 

As  new  development  takes  place  and  consequently  new  sewers  ard  sewage 
disposal  plant  are  constructed,  so  it  will  become  possible  to  arrange 
connections  to  the  new  systems. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


A  block  of  modern  public  conveniences  has  been  provided  adjacent  to  the  new 
shopping  centre  and  market  area.  These  came  into  use  during  the  year.  The 
old  public  urinal  adjoining  the  "Golden  Lion"  in  the  High  Street  was  closed 
when  the  new  conveniences  came  into  use. 

The  older  public  conveniences  throughout  the  town  have  been  maintained 
although  damage  by  vandalism  and  misuse  makes  this  task  increasingly  difficult. 

INSECT  CONTROL 


Insect  control  can  be  divided  into  two  categories  a)  eradication  following 
complaint,  and  b)  control  of  insects  on  premises  holding  a  contract  with  the 
Council . 

During  1966  some  71  complaints  of  insect  infestation  were  received  and 
were  treated.  A  Table  of  Comparisons  with  1965  is  given  below:- 


!  | 

| 

I 

Ants 

Mites 

Fleas 

Bed-Bugs 

Beetles 

Others 

Total 

1965 

42 

7 

7 

7 

6 

18 

87 

1966 

1 

31 

2 

— 

8 

6 

24 

71 

The  Council  holds  four  contracts  for  insect  control  and  regular  visits  to 
these  premises  are  made.  A  new  type  of  insect  control  aid  has  been  tested 
during  the  year  and  has  proved  satisfactory.  This  control  consists  of  an  inert 
plastic  strip  impregnated  with  an  insecticide  which  vapourises  over  a  period 
of  a  few  months  to  give  continuous  control  of  insects.  Each  of  these  plastic 
strips  are  suitable  for  approximately  1000  cubic  feet  of  air  space.  The  best 
results  are  obtained  in  confined  spaces  with  a  minimum  of  ventilation 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Contracts  are  held  by  the  Council  with  industrial  and.  business 
premises  in  the  town.  These  contracts  pi-ovide  for  regular  inspections 
and  treatments  of  premises  and  this  ensures  that  the  rodent  population 
is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Rodent  control  on  the  Council's  tips  has  been  maintained  at  a 
fairly  satisfactory  level  by  means  of  regular  treatment.  Recent 
inspection  of  the  closed  tips  revealed  very  little  rodent  activity 
and  treatments  since  the  inspection  have  eradicated  the  rodents  com¬ 
pletely. 

The  nev;  tip  will  present  difficult  problems  of  rodent  control 
unless  minimum  standards  of  controlled  tipping  are  employed. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  general 
infestations  and  the  table  below  shows  details:- 

1965  -  234  treatments  covering  rats,  mice  and  moles 

1966  -  166  treatments  (98  rats,  10  moles  and  58  mice 

infestations) 

LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  five  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area  ard  details  are 
given  below.  One  of  these  caravan  sites  was  the  subject  of  a 
Discontinuance  Order,  which,  following  a  Public  Local  Inquiry,  was 
quashed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

During  the  yean  a  time  extension,  was  granted  to  the  owner  of  one 
caravan  site  to  allow  a  longer  period  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
of  the  site  licence. 


No.  of  Caravans 

Area 

(acres) 

l 

Site 

Residential 

1 

|  Recreational 

1 

1.  "Ideal"  Caravan  Site 

2.73 

26 

1  29 

2.  Stock  Hill 

3.11 

Nil 

45 

3.  Newbridge,  Meadow  Bank 

0.61 

3 

12 

4.  Stock  Hill,  Bottom  Flash 

3.0 

Nil 

46 

5.  Dock  House,  Caravan  Site 

; 

0.87 

1 

Nil 

! i 

RECREATION  GROUNDS 


The  existing  recreation  grounds  at  Over  and  Wharton  are  being 
maintained  with  bowling  greens,  tennis  courts,  childrens'  play 
equipment  and  other  facilities.  Certain  items  of  the  equipment  are 
being  replaced  for  the  1967  season. 

Schemes  are  being  prepared  for  the  extension  and  improvement 
of  both  the  Over  and  Wharton  rec reaction  grounds. 

REGISTRATION  OF  HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

All  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  Hairdresser  and  Barber  are 
required  to  register  themselves  and  their  premises  with  the  Council 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  148  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Act  1953* 

3  -  Gentlemen's  Hairdressers,  and 

17  -  Ladies'  Hairdressers  are  registered 
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All  the  premises  are  inspected  as  a  matter  of  routine.  During  these 
inspections  minor  contraventions  have  been  found  and  brought  to  the  .attention 
of  the  management. 

CANAL  BOATS 

No  canal  boats  are  now  registered  with  the  Council. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

KNACKER’S  YARDS 


There  are  no  knacker's  yards  in  the  district. 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


The  C.W.S.  Bacon  Factory  is  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public 
Health  x\ct,  1936  to  undertake  gut  scraping,  blood  drying  and  bone  boiling. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  19 64 

There  are  five  persons  registered  as  scrap  metal  dealers. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


This  Act  governs  premises  where  pet  animals  are  sold  and  requires  the 
owners  of  the  pet  shop  to  be  licensed.  Suitable  accommodation  and  care 
must  be  provided  for  the  animals  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

One  premise  is  licensed  under  this  Act. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960  AND  CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT  1953 

No  complaints  of  noise  were  received  during  the  year. 
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S  EC  T  I  OH  VII 
HOUSING  ACT,  1937 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

This  year  all  the  houses  in  Charles  Street  were  demolished  by  the 
owners'  contractor, after  a  period  of  delay  whilst  the  possibility  of 
modernisation  and  improvement  was  investigated®  Proposals  were  submitted 
for  these  properties  but  subsequently  withdrawn  for  financial  reasons® 

During  the  year  Demolition  Orders  were  served  on  the  owners  of 
Clough  Row®  As  the  properties  were  not  demolished  the  Council  arranged 
through  tender  for  the  demolition  to  be  effected®  The  cost  of  this  will 
be  divided  between  the  owners  and  will  be  rather  less  than  was  at  first 
anticipated® 


The  following  table  illustrates  the  activities  of  the  Council  in 
slum  clearance  during  the  post-war  years 


i — — - 

|  YEAR 

Number  of  Houses 
Demolished 

- - — - * 

1945-1954 

27 

1955 

19 

!  1956 

24 

1  1957 

22 

i  1958 

13 

1959 

6 

1  i960 

9 

1961 

16 

1962 

6 

1963 

62 

1964 

17 

1965 

6 

1966 

18 

TOTAL 

245 

! 

- - - 1 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES  (HOUSING  ACT,  1964) 

More  survey  work  in  the  Ledward  Street,  Princess  otreet  and  East 
Dudley  Street  area  has  been  carried. out  with  the  long  term  view  of 
improvement. 

Fifteen  Improvement  Grants  were  approved  during  the  year;  of  these 
seven  were  Discretionary  Grants  and  eight  were  Standard  Grants®  The  total 
number  of  grants  approved  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949  Is  288® 

HOUSING 

Seven  Council  Bungalows  in  Oak  Avenue,  Dene  Estate,  were  completed 
during  the  year  and  a  scheme  is  being  prepared  for  two  special  bungalows 
for  disabled  persons  on  the  Grange  Estate®  77  new  garages  were  provided 
on  the  Dene  Estate  and  schemes  are  being  prepared  for  further  garage  areas 
on  other  existing  estates. 
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A  scheme  is  being  prepared  1’cr  'pi-ovcmcnt  to  the  bathroom  and  W.C.'s 
in  all  pre-war  Council  houses. 

Private  housing  development  has  continued  throughout  the  year  on  quite 
a  large  scale.  79  new  private  dwellings  have  been  completed  of  which  13  are 
on  land  made  available  by  the  Council  as  individual  building  plots. 

The  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  giving  improved  nt  grants  for 
the  modernisation  of  private  houses  in  the  area  and  during  the  year  7  dis¬ 
cretionary  grants  have  been  .approved  in  addition  to  10  standard  grants. 

OVERCROWDING 


!  No.  of 
t  dwel lings 

No.  of 
families 

. 

No.  of 
persons 

(a)  The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year,  together 
with  the  number  of  families  and  the 
number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

1 

1 

6 

(b)  The  number  of  new  cases  of  over¬ 

crowding  reported  during  1966 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  The  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 

crowding  relieved  and  the  number 
of  persons  concerned  in  1966 

1 

1 

4 

(d)  Particular's  of  any  cases  in  which 

dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  L.A.  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
ha. ve  again  become  overcrowded 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect 

to  conditions  in  relation  to  over¬ 
crowding  upon  which  the  M.O.H.  may 
consider  desirable  to  report  or 
which  the  I-linister  may  from  time 
to  time  require 

! 

i 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 


At  the  31st  December,  1966  the  Council  owned  2,297  dwellings:  62  had 
been  completed  on  the  Grange  Estate  and  126  on  the  Crook  Lane  Estate,  making 
a  total  of  1,163  new  dwellings  built  under  the  Town  Development  Scheme.  In 
addition  7  aged  persons'  bungalows  \ifere  completed  on  the  Dene  Estate. 

Ten  dwellings  remained  to  be  completed  on  the  Grange  Estate  and  the 
balance  of  the  Crock  Lane  Estate  was  programmed  to  be  completed  by  mid  19^7* 

Due  to  extensive  demands  from  new  industries  two  new  Housing  Estates  at  St. 

Johns  and  Damhall  School  Lane  were  planned  during  1966  and  incoming  population 
will  be  moved  to  both  during  the  second  half  of  1967.  Of  the  new  dwellings 
handed  over  in  196gl60  were  let  to  families  who  moved  into  the  town  in  connection 
with  the  Town  Development  Scheme  and  35  to  local  people.  In  addition  133 
vacancies  occurred  in  existing  houses,  making  a  tota.1  of  328  houses  available 
for  letting. 

The  allocation  of  these  tenancies  can  be  analysed  as  follows:- 

Local  Domestic  cases  .  61 

Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  11 

Central  Re-Dcvelopmcnt  Area  ...  7 
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Manchester  Overspill 

000 

58 

Liverpool  Overspill 

0  00 

159 

Industrial  Nominations  . . . 

9  0  0 

32 

328 

TRANSFERS  AND  EXCHANGES 


Forty  seven  tenants  were  transferred  to  alternative  accommodation 
more  suitable  to  their  requirements  and  twenty  mutual  exchanges  of 
tenancy  were  authorised. 

HOUSING  WAITING  LIST 


In  December,  19 66  the  position  was  as  follows:- 

Applicants  without  separate  accommodation 
(Lodgers)  ...  46 

Applicants  with  separate  accommodation 

(Tenants,  Owner/Occupiers)  ...  51 

Applicants  living  outside  the  Council's 

district  ...  64 

161 


38  of  the  above  applicants  are  over  60  years  of  age 
74  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year 
RENT  ACT  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have  been  received 
since  i960.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  Act,  only  16  applications 
have  been  made  for  certificates,  14  of  these  occurring  in  1958« 
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SECTION  VIII 


FACTORIES 

There  are  302  registered  factories  in  the  area  engaged  in  the  industries 
detailed  below: - 


Auto-Engineering  . . .  ... 

Bakeries  . .  o  » . •  « 

Builders  o  •  •  » o  ®  . 

Clothing  ...  ... 

Electro-plating  ...  ... 

Engineering  ...  ... 

Electrical  Engineering  ... 
Foundries  ...  ... 

Corn  Mills  ...  ... 

Additives  to  Animal  Feeding  Stuffs, 
Plastic  Coating  ...  ... 

Pottery  ...  ... 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ... 

Salt  Works  ...  ... 

Tent  Makers  ...  ... 

Dairies  . o »  ®  o  ® 

Leather  Goods  and  Components 
Miscellaneous  ...  ... 

Works  of  Engineering  Construction 


14 

9 

6 

10 

1 

7 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
3 
1 
1 
1 

19 

15 

102 


Fifteen  persons  are  employed  as  outworkers;  fourteen  work  for  clothing 
manufacturers  and  one  for  a  manufacturer  of  umbrellas. 


FACTORIES  INSPECTION 


(l)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


s  1 

No.  on 

— 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

• 

Written  1 
Notices  j 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

- - 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  and 

6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

10 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

77 

65 

7 

i 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

1 

15 

15 

— 

— 

1 - 

l 

i  Totals 

102 

85 

7 

16. 


(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: - 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No. of  cases 
in  which 

—j 

Referred 

prosecut- 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

ions  were 
instituted 

| 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

■ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonabl e  t  emp .  ( S . 3 ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

7 

7 

7 

(c)  Not  separate  fcr 
sexes 

«... 

MS 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
j  offences  relating  to 

1  outworkers) 

— 

— 

1 

-  , 

Totals 

7 

• 

1 

7 

i 

, 

1 

1 

7  1 

— - L 

- ...  - -  ■  ...  - -  .  . 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  has  now  been  supplemented  by  various  Regulations  concerning 
the  welfare  of  persons  working  in  premises  subject  to  the  Act.  The  Regulations 
govern  standards  for  washing  accommodation,  sanitary  facilities,  first  aid 
materials  and  guarding  of  dangerous  machinery,  etc. 

Inspections  have  continued  throughout  the  year  and  any  contraventions 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owner  or  occupier  as  necessary. 
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The  following  table  covers  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  19661- 

Table  x\ 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


No.  of  promises 
registered 
during  year 

No.  of  premises 
registered  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receivin 
a  general  inspect 

Offices 

3 

37 

18 

Retail  Shops 

5 

92 

76 

Wholesale  Shops 
•and  Warehouses 

3 

3 

Catering  Establish¬ 
ments  open  to  public 

4 

6 

j  Fuel  Storage  Depots 

_ 

TOTALS 

i 

8 

136 

103 

Table  B 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by 

Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  . . .  . ° .  103 

Table  C 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 


* 

Class  of  Workplo.ee 

} 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

312 

Retail  Shops 

331 

Wholesale  Departments 

102 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  Public 

39 

Canteens 

14 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

TOTAL 

798 

TOTAL  MALES 

363 

_ i 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

i 

435 

_ ! 
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SECTION  IX 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  183  food  promises  in  the  town,  which  are  classified 
as  followsi- 

67  General  groceries  and  provisions,  including  4  outdoor 
beer  licences 

8  Premises  with  bakehouses  and  shops  selling  bread, 
conf ectionery  and  grocery 

25  Licensed  Premises 

30  Premises  selling  sweets 

7  Fish  and  chip  shops 

7  Greengrocers,  including  4  selling  wet  fish 

17  Butchers  shops 

18  Canteens 

1  Ice  Cream  factory 

3  Cafes 

5  Dairies 

Sixty  nine  of  the  above  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream., 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GEN.)  REGULATIONS  i960 


1 - 

Premises 

r— 

I 

No.  of 
Premises 

1 

»  No. 

Complying 

with 

Reg.  16 

♦ 

|  No.  to 
!  which 

1  Feg.  19 
i  applies 

I  No. 

Complying 

with 

Reg.  19 

Licensed  Premises 

!  25 

25 

25 

25 

Dairies 

5 

5 

3 

3 

Cafes 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Canteens 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Grocery  &  General  Provisions 

67 

67 

67 

67 

Greengrocery  (inc.  Wet  Fish) 

7 

7  : 

7 

7 

Bakehouses 

8 

1 

8 

8 

8 

Confectioners 

25  j 

25 

m 

C\J 

25 

|  Fish,  Chips  and  Pies 

7  1 

7  : 

7  ! 

7 

i  General  Stores 

6  ! 

6  ! 

6  ! 

6  ! 

j  Butchers 

:  J 

17  i 

j. 

17  : 

i 

17  1 

n  | 

i 

All  have  been  inspected  and  contraventions  and  defects  have  been 
notified  to  the  owners.  These  contraventions  and  defects  have  been  remedied 
or  are  in  hand* 


MARKET 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 
were  drafted  during  the  year  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1967* 
These  regulations  specify  standards  for  food  businesses  carried  on  from  stalls 
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or  delivery  vehicles  in  relation  to  cleanliness  of  equipment  personal 
cleanliness  wrapping  of  food  washing  facilities  storage  and  refuse 
disposal .  Exemptions  are  provided  for  certain  businesses  upon  application- 

The  market  which  has  been  designed  to  comply  with  the  above  regulations 
is  now  sited  adjacent  to  the  new  town  centre  and  is  operating  satisfactorily. 
Vandals  have  not  caused  as  much  damage  as  in  previous  years  mainly  because 
a  large  number  of  the  new  stalls  are  capable  of  being  locked  and  because 
the  site  does  not  attract  their  attention. 

SAMPLING  OF  COOKED  HEATS  ETC , 

Twenty  five  samples  of  meat,  meat  products  and  other  foods  have  been 
taken  during  the  year.  Three  of  these  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Where  unsatisfactory  samples  have  been  obtained  investigations  are 
made  into  the  standards  and  techniques  of  food  handling  and  storage.  As 
a  result  of  this  policy  there  has  undoubtedly  been  a  vast  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  cooked  meats  sold  and  manufactured  in  the  area  and  it  is  a 
good  example  of  the  "preventive"  aspects  of  public  health  work. 

ICE  CREAM  MANUFACTURE 

There  is  only  one  premise  in  the  town  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  and  similar  products.  This  factory  is  regularly  inspected  and 
samples  of  produce  are  periodically  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination. 

During  the  year  eight  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  examination 
and  the  results  are  tabulated  below:- 

GRADE  I  .  ...  5  samples 

GRADE  II  ov.  oo.  o.o  »«o  2  samples 

GRADE  III  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  sample 

GRADE  TV  ».o  .o.  »o»  oo.  Nil 

It  can  be  seen  that  there  were  no  samples  which  were  reported  on  as  being 
Grade  IV  and,  therefore,  unsatisfactory.  Particular  attention  is  paic^  during 
visits,  to  the  manufacturing  and  handling  techniques  and  the  pasteurisation 
process. 
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MI LIC  SUPPLY 


Close  liaison  exists  between  this  Department  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  in  the  control  of  milk  supplies 
within  the  area.  There  are  26  premises  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Piegulations  to  sell  pre-packed  milk*  One  of  these  premises  bottles 
untreated  milk. 


The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  tests  on  samples  of  milk  taken 
by  the  County  Council  Inspectors. 

Table  1. 


Type  of  Test 

Taken  by  C.C. 

Taken  by  U.D.C. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis 

1.  Methylene  Blue 

140 

3 

— 

— 

2.  Phosphatase 

124 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Turbidity 

_  _ _  .  _  ... 

10 

— 

—  , 

1.  Measures  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk. 

2.  Measure  the  efficiency  of  the  Pasteurisation  process. 
3°  Measures  the  efficiency  of  the  Sterilising  process. 


Table  2. 


Taken  by  C.C. 

Taken  by  U.D.C. 

Bulk 

Individual 

Bulk 

Individual 

Brucella  Negative 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Brucella.  Positive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tub  e  rcul  ar  N  eg.at  i  ve 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Tubercular  Positive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Penicillin  Levels  <r..05iu 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Penicillin  Levels  >.05iu 

- 1 

— 

— 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 


During  the  year  30  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  issued;  those 
licences  can  be  divided  into  three  categories  (a)  12  full  licences,  (b) 

13  licences  to  slaughter  pigs  only,  (c)  5  provisional  licences. 

The  provisional  licences  are  issued  for  a  period  of  six  months  only 
and  the  holder  is  not  allowed  to  slaughter  or  stun  any  animal  unless  he 
is  working  under  the  supervision  of  a  person  holding  a  current  full  licence. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  are  5  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  .area,  only  4  of  which 
slaughter  regularly.  The  other  slaughterhouse  is  fully  equipped  to  slaughter 
animals  but  has  so  far  not  commenced  such  activities.  Due  to  enforceable 
legislation  to  control  hours  of  slaughter,  the  overtime  worked  by  the  meat 
inspection  staff  has  now  been  reduced  considerably. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  department's  small  laboratory  for 
basic  bacteriological  tests.  Where  detailed  examination  is  required 
specimens  are  sent  to  the  Veterinary  Investigation  Centre  at  Vine  Street, 
Liverpool. 

The  Ministry's  Field  Veterinary  Officers  are  now  operating  a  24  hour 
bacteriological  examination  service  to  help  meat  inspectors  with  .any  problem 
carcases.  This  service  is  greatly  appreciated  and  it  is  hoped  That  in  future 
the  co-operation  between  the  meat  inspectors  end  the  Field  Veterinary  Officers 
will  continue  to  incren.se. 

Contact  is  also  maintained  with  the  University  Department  of  Veterinary 
Pathology  where  specimens  such  as  tumours  may  prove  useful  for  research  and 
teaching  purposes. 

It  is  not  always  perhaps  appreciated  that  there  is  much  useful  material 
to  be  found  during  post-mortem  meat  inspection  in  slaughterhouses,  which  can 
aid  research  and  teaching  in  animal  diseases  and  perhaps,  in  turn,  in  diseases 
affecting  humans. 

The  department  endeavours  to  co-operate  in  every  way  with  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer. 
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Cattle 

C?„lves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

993 

2 

3,187 

94,999 

Number  inspected 

993 

2 

3,187 

94,999 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI 

- - - 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

3 

324 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

147 

113 

4,556 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  effected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

14.80% 

50$ 

3.65# 

5.14$ 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

949 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

- 

— 

— 

0.99% 

.  CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

7 

i 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

_ 

— 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS: 

The  County  Police  administer  this  Act.  There  were  numerous  notifications 
of  suspected  Anthrax.  Most  of  these  concerned  pigs  which  died  or  were  dead 
on  arrival  at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses.  None  of  the  suspected  cases  was 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Veterinary 
Surgeon . 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

Under  the  Unsound  Food  Provisions  1074  lbs.  0^-  ozs.  of  various  food 
products  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  condemned. 

Four  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public  during  the  year. 

1.  A  complaint  was  received  of  insects  contained  in  a  trifle  mixture. 

The  trifle  mixture  was  made  outside  the  district  and  sold  from  a  local  shop. 
The  representative  of  the  manufacturers'  explanation  was  that  the  infestation 
had  occurred  at  the  shop.  The  representative  stated  that  frequent  treatments 
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with  insecticides  are  made  and  that  there  are  no  insect  infestations  in 
the  manufacturing  premises..  The  Health  Committee  instructed  that  a  warning 
letter  he  sent  to  the  retailer  responsible. 

2.  A  complaint  was  received  of  two  fruit  pies,  which  showed  a  heavy  growth 
of  white  mould.  These  pies  had  been  manufactured  in  the  district  ?jid  were 
sold  from  a  local  shop.  The  owner  of  the  bakehouse  expressed  his  regret  over 
the  matter  and  stated  that  fruit  went  off  quickly  during  the  summer  months. 

The  bakehouse  itself,  whilst  not  in  a  dirty  condition,  was  untidy.  The  Health 
Committee  instructed  that  a  warning  letter  be  sent  to  the  retailer  responsible. 

3.  A  complaint  of  mouldy  bread  was  also  received.  The  bread  was  made  at 

a  bakehouse  within  the  district  and  sold  at  a  local  store.  The  cause  of  the 
complaint  was  established  as  being  due  to  faulty  stock  rotation.  This  has 
been  looked  into  .and  the  trouble  should  not  occur  again. 

4.  A  complaint  was  received  regarding  two  meat  pasties,  which  had  been 
purchased  at  a  local  shop  where  they  were  manufactured  on  the  premises. 

Upon  examination  of  the  pasties  concerned,  the  contents  smelled  slightly 
decomposed.  A  visit  was  made  to  the  shop  where  it  was  ascertained  that 
pasties  sold  on  a  Friday  were  prepared  and  baked  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

A  comprehensive  inspection  of  the  premises  and  the  manufacturing  techniques 
involved  has  been  made  and  advice  given;  the  proprietor  also  received  a  severe 
warning.  The  Health  Committee  instructed  that  regular  inspections  of  the 
premises  be  made 

One  cannot  over-enphasise  the  importance  of  the  public  referring  complaints 
of  unsound  food  to  the  department.  Our  basic  aim  is  to  determine  the  cause 
and  advise  the  vendor  or  manufacturer  on  steps  which  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  complaint. 

’DEEP  FREEZE'  FOOD  FACILITIES 


A  matter  of  concern  is  the  lack  of  attention  which  is  paid  in  some  shops 
to  the  correct  use  of  deep  freeze  cabinets.  Food  stored  and  transported  under 
good  conditions  by  the  manufacturers  is  left  waiting  to  be  placed  in  the  deep 
freeze  -and  then  only  too  often  placed  above  the  'load  line'. 

Another  practice  to  be  deplored  is  the  display  of  deep  frozen  foods 
outside  the  deep  freeze  cabinet.  One  cannot  help  suspecting  that  if  the 
food  remains  unsold  it  is  replaced  in  the  'deep  freeze' . 

Both  these  practices  lead  at  least  to  a  deterioration  in  the  quality 
of  the  food  and  at  worst  to  the  growth  of  food  poisoning  organisms. 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  1955  -  COUNTY  COUNCIL  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES  DEPARTMENT 

Inspectors  of  the  above  department  took  samples  of  'JO  varied  articles 
of  food  in  the  Winsford  Urban  District  during  1966.  All  the  samples  were 
up  to  standard  and  the  department  received  no  complaints  from  private 
purchasers. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  progress  made 
in  Smoke  Control  Areas  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 

1966 
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CONTROL  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  enforcement  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  during  the  year  has  been 
hindered  by  "Pirate”  traders  who  sell  cheap,  poor  grade  coal  at  weekends 
within  the  Smoke  Control  Areas.  No  legislation  exists  to  control  sales 
of  unauthorised  fuels  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  and  the  vehicles  have  not 
been  identified. 

Observations  have  been  made  throughout  the  year  using  a  modified 
analysis  of  the  deposits  from  the  deposit  gauges  situated  within  the  area. 

The  deposit  gauge  consists  of  a  glass  collecting  funnel  of  a  known  area, 
which  discharges  into  a  container  situated  beneath  the  funnel.  Atmospheric 
deposits  are  washed  by  the  rain  into  the  container  and  these  deposits  are 
analysed  to  give  the  quantities  of  the  deposited  matter.  Using  factors 
supplied  with  the  funnel,  these  quantities  can  be  converted  into  a  useful 
figure,  i.c.  tons  per  sq.  inch  of  deposited  matter.  The  results  are  valuable 
in  giving  some  indication  of  the  trends  in  atmospheric  pollution  in  relation 
to  insoluble  deposits,  such  as  tar,  ash  or  other  combustible  matter  but  a 
disadvantage  is  that  these  results  each  cover  a  monthly  period  and  dny  to 
dny  information  cannot  be  obtained  using  this  method. 

One  of  the  deposit  gauges  formerly  sited  at  the  New  School  Grange  Lane 
has  been  re-sited  at  the  Wades  Lane  Sewage  Disposal  Works  because  the  site 
was  required  for  development.  The  other  two  gauges  are  sited  at  Wharton 
Church  and  at  Woolworths  Store. 
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